Rhetorical Devices That Will Improve Your College Essay

Learn about 5 writing techniques that will enhance your essay and keep readers engaged

Why rhetorical devices matter:

Rhetorical devices are writing techniques that help you communicate ideas more clearly and
persuasively. In a college essay, they show that you can reflect, express emotion, and structure your
thoughts with intention. When used well, these tools help you stand out not just for what you've done,
but for how you think and write. Here are some you can use in your college essays to stand out:

@ 1. Conceit
e What it is: A single metaphor or image that runs through your essay
e Why it works: It ties your story together and makes it stand out
e Example: “Growing up in a house with six siblings was like living inside a pinball machine. It was
loud, unpredictable, and always in motion.”
¢ When to use: When you want to frame your story around one central idea or image

%& 2. Anecdote
e What it is: A short, specific scene from your life
e Why it works: It pulls the reader into your experience
e Example: “As | handed the microphone to the next speaker, | felt my heartbeat slow for the first
time all night.”
* When to use: At the beginning, middle, or end to bring a moment to life
& 3. Allusion
o What it is: A quick reference to something familiar (book, movie, person, event)
e Why it works: It communicates complex meaning in just a few words
e Example: “I wasn't trying to be the next Steve Jobs. | just wanted the vending machines to work.”
e When to use: To connect your story to something bigger (just make sure your reader will get the
reference)

# 4. Parallelism
e What it is: Using the same sentence structure for multiple ideas
e Why it works: It adds rhythm, clarity, and flow
e Example: “I listened to the feedback, learned from the mistake, and adjusted for the next round.”
¢ When to use: When listing traits, ideas, or steps in a process

@ 5. Personification
e What it is: Giving human qualities to objects or ideas
e Why it works: It makes your writing feel more emotional and vivid
e Example: “The wind pushed against me, stubborn and cold, as if daring me to keep going.”
¢ When to use: When the setting or environment reflects your mood or mindset

Want more college essay advice? Check out our other guides in the Loper resource library!




